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Unit synopsis

This module complements and develops study in The World’s Religions module by exploring aspects of religion and spirituality which are beyond the fringes of mainstream institutional expression. It considers the psychology and theology behind paranormal and sensationalist elements of religion in contemporary British society and around the world, and the recent popularisation of religious conspiracy theories. 
Outline of the syllabus

The module explores selected accounts of psychic and paranormal activity in the UK and elsewhere, considering popular, scientific and theological explanations for these phenomena. Historical mainstream and alternative religious teachings about angels, spirits, miracles, mystical experiences etc are explored, and a study is made of established mystery cults and sects, and the conspiracy theories which have often surrounded them.
Learning Outcomes

Subject specific outcomes

On successful completion of the unit students will be able to:

· demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a wide historical range of ‘paranormal’ and sensationalist religious phenomena, and ways in which mainstream religion has responded to them;
· demonstrate critical understanding of theological and alternative accounts for the existence and attraction of such phenomena to various different communities; 
· analyse theories, accounts and sources and communicate personal perspectives on such phenomena using appropriate language.
Transferable skills and attributes

On successful completion of the unit students will be able to:

· employ skills of critical reflection, analysis and evaluation;
· clarify concepts through the interrogation of both primary and secondary sources;
· effectively summarise and communicate ideas, concepts and theories. 
Teaching and learning strategy/method

30 hours contact teaching
40 hours directed study

80 hours independent study

Indicative Reading

W. James, The Varieties of Religious Experience, Collins Fontana, 1960.
T. Hart, The Secret Spiritual World of Children, Inner Ocean, 2003.
J. J. Heaney, The Sacred and the Psychic: parapsychology and Christian theology, Paulist Press, 1984.
D. Radin, The Conscious Universe, HarperCollins, 1997.
J. Schwebel, Apparitions, Healings and Weeping Madonnas: Christianity & the Paranormal, N.J. Paulist Press, 2004.

D. Tracy, & H. Häring, The Fascination of Evil, SCM Concilium, 1998.
l. Watson, Supernature, Hodder & Stoughton, 1973.
P. H. Wiebe, God and Other Spirits, Oxford University Press, 2004.
Assessment Strategy

Essay- 1,500 words (50%)
Display presentation- 1,500 words equivalent (50%)

Relationship to Professional Body

None


